Jack Solka

May 20, 1935 - August 27, 2022

Jack Solka passed away on August 27, 2022, in Austin, Texas after a long,
courageous struggle with lung cancer.

Jack was born on May 20, 1935, in Mexico City. The family immigrated to the
United States in 1945 and settled in Corpus Christi. Jack was an Eagle Scout,
graduated from W. B. Ray High School, earned a Bachelor of Architecture
from Texas A&M College, and a Master of Science in Architecture from
Columbia University. He served in the U.S. Army as an air defense artillery
officer, retiring as a Captain. He was registered to practice architecture in
Texas and New York and held a National Council of Architectural Registration
Board Certificate.

Jack was a founder and principal at one of the premier architectural firms in
South Texas. They led the field in designing buildings for business,
educational, government, health services, industrial, and religious institutions.
Jack’s expertise in developing and designing residential and commercial
projects was well known and he prepared Master Plans for numerous cities,
colleges, and universities in South Texas and other areas in Texas.

Jack and his wife, Davie Lou Ettelman Solka, were married over 62 years!
They lived in Corpus Christi for 43 years and then moved to Austin to be
closer to their children and grandchildren. Jack would tell you his greatest



accomplishments were his three sons and his six grandchildren. He eagerly
looked forward to each grandchild’s week at Camp Solka every summer
where he would show them off at his office, at Town and Country Restaurant
for breakfast, and at Rotary meetings. He also took each of them fishing and
on a trip to the Texas/Mexico border when they were ten. As the grandchildren
became older, they joined their fathers and Zeide on annual camping trips
around the state.

Jack was always active in the community, many times in senior leadership
positions. In Corpus Christi, this included the Community Development
Corporation, the Coastal Bend Housing Authority, American Institute of
Architects, Southside Rotary Club, Corpus Christi Jaycees, the Jewish
Community Council, Temple Beth El, the Texas Jewish Historical Society, the
Texas State Aquarium Association, and various committees for the City of
Corpus Christi.

After moving to Austin and becoming a reluctant retiree, he didn’t let up and
participated in West Side Rotary and served as a consultant to local
organizations when they had problems with their buildings. He was also
involved with the move of the B’nai Abraham Brenham Historic Synagogue
building from Brenham to the Dell Jewish Community Campus in Austin, for
which he received the Shalom Austin Community Service Award in 2014.

Jack’s love of Israel showed in his work for Volunteers for Israel, a group that
recruits, assists, and processes volunteers to live on IDF logistic bases and
work in non-combat jobs on the base. He served as Regional Manager for VFI
for Texas and New Mexico for ten years.

Jack is preceded in death by his parents Rose (Neuman) and Isaac Solka, his
sister Genie Weitzman, and his brother-in-law Andrew Bramley.



Survivors include his wife Davie Lou (Ettelman), his sons Michael (Liz),
Steven (Andrea), and Gary (Shelley), his grandchildren Brian (Amanda),
Kevin (Sara), Matthew, Drew, Erin, and Paige, his sister Ruth (Solka) Bramley,
his brother-in-law Herb Weitzman, and numerous nieces, nephews, and
cousins.

For information regarding donations see www.solka.net/JacksMemory.

A live stream of his funeral service will appear on the Austin Natural Funerals
Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/AustinNaturalFunerals, shortly
before 2 pm on Monday, August 29th. A Facebook account is not required in
order to watch. If a pop-up window appears asking you to log in click "not
now" and the live stream will be available for you to watch. If the "not now"
button does not appear, scroll down on the page and it will come up for you to
select.



Previous Events

Computer Accessible Funeral Service

AUG 29. 2:00 PM (CT)

Austin Natural Funerals Facebook Page
http://facebook.com/austinnaturalfunerals

Funeral Service

AUG 29. 2:00 PM (CT)

Austin Memorial Park
2800 Hancock Dr
Austin, TX 78731


http://facebook.com/austinnaturalfunerals

Tribute Wall

Jack Solka

October 14, 2022 at 12:02 PM

We are so sorry to hear of Jack’s passing. | worked with Jack the
first 6 years of my career in architecture. He was a great mentor and
always very kind. Dottie and | purchased his boyhood home at a
very generous offer. We loved making it our home for 27 years. Our
sympathy, thoughts and prayers to Davie Lou and the family.

Les and Dottie Glaze

Les Glaze - September 03, 2022 at 05:21 PM

My deepest condolences to Jack's family. | have known Jack for
many years through VFI/Sar-El. He was always such a sweet, kind
person and | loved working with him and communicating with him
through the years. He will certainly be missed by all his VFI/Sar-El
"family".

As | read through some of the other tributes, | see that Jack was
such an icon in his Jewish community. | am sure everyone who had
the honor and privilege to know him understood and felt what a
good person he was.

May his memory be a blessing.

Pamela Lazarus (Sar-El)

Pamela Lazarus - September 01, 2022 at 09:54 AM



Chuck and JoAnn Kernick send our heartfelt condolences to Davie
Lou and your family. | have wonderful memories of working with
Jack on NCCJ programs. He is a tremendous loss to the Corpus
Christi community.

I had such fun coming to your house trick or treating with my little
granddaughter Jessica.

You are all in our thoughts.

JoAnn Kernick - August 29, 2022 at 07:16 PM
Jack Solka was a wonderful man who did so much for Corpus
Christi. He loved his family very much and will be missed by so

many. Rest In Peace Jack!
Brent Chesney

Brent Chesney - August 29, 2022 at 06:23 PM
Sending my deepest sympathy to Davie Lou and the entire Solka
family - | am there with all of you in spirit, & | am keeping you in my
thoughts and prayers. Sending my love and heartfelt condolences to
all of you, May Jack's memory always be for a blessing. Love, llene

(Breitbarth)

llene Breitbarth - August 29, 2022 at 04:25 PM

Nelson Chafetz lit a candle in memory of Jack |

Solka

Nelson Chafetz - August 29, 2022 at 02:14 PM



My deepest condolences to the Solka family. | have many fond
memories of Jack as we worked together on TJHS projects. Jack and
Davie Lou introduced me and Mitzi to the TJHS. Love you Jack!

Nelson Chafetz - August 29, 2022 at 02:17 PM

Melinda R Ramirez lit a candle in memory of ]

Jack Solka

Melinda R Ramirez - August 29, 2022 at 01:22 PM

My sincere condolences to Jack's family. My dad, Dan Winship, my
mom, Barbara Wood Winship, and Jack went to school together at
WB Ray High School, and my dad and Jack were at Texas A&M
together. Subsequently, we worked with Jack and his architectural
firm on many construction projects throughout the years. Jack was a
man of integrity and made working with Bennett-Martin-Solka, and
later SolkaNavaTorno, a great experience. We had the utmost
respect for Jack and always looked forward to working with him. He
will be missed. Sheri Winship Hilliard

Sheri W Hilliard - August 29, 2022 at 11:17 AM

We are so sorry to hear of Jack’s passing. | worked with Jack the first 6
years of my career in architecture. He was a great mentor and always
very kind. Dottie and | purchased his boyhood home at a very
generous offer. We loved making it our home for 27 years. Our
sympathy, thoughts and prayers to Davie Lou and the family.

Les and Dottie Glaze

Les Glaze - September 03, 2022 at 05:11 PM



