Grigoriy Khaim-Itskovich Podnos

August 6, 1932 - February 6, 2024

Grigoriy Khaim-Itskovich Podnos, 91, of Austin, Texas, passed away on February 6, 2024.

He was born August 6, 1932 in Leningrad, Russia, and has lived in Texas since 2001.

Grigoriy is survived by his beloved wife, Mariya Podnos; his sons, Vladimir and Evgeny
Podnos; his daughter-in-law, Sebnem Ozupek Podnos; his granddaughters, Anna Curry
and BiBi Podnos-Ozupek; his grandson, David Podnos; and his great-grandsons, Eduard
and Arthur Curry. He also leaves his sister, Sima Guseva. Although many of Grigoriy's
family members live in different countries, Grigoriy never stopped thinking about them,
helping them, or advising them. He truly cared more about their well-being than that of his
own.

He will be greatly missed by his family and friends.
Graveside funeral services will be held on Friday, February 9th at 2pm.
We hope you can join the Podnos family for a meal of consolation at County Line on the

Lake following the ceremony. Please RSVP to Evgeny or email to memorial@podnos.net
you if are able to join us.

**k%*

My Father Grigoriy

My name is Vladimir, | am son of Grigoriy and Maria. And today | will tell you a little bit
about my father.

Memory of my childhood is built from many fragments. One of the bright episodes |
remember is | riding my first 2-wheel bicycle and father running along me to help me
keeping my balance and catch me if needed. This is actually what he did all his life for



whose he cared about. He supported and kept safe his sister in their childhood, and then
supported and kept safe his wife and sons. It was the essence of his character.

First years of my life my father, mother and | lived in a small room, next to the room of my
mother's parents, in the shared apartment of the old house in the center of Leningrad
(which is now renamed back to St. Petersburg), beautiful city in the north -west corner of
Russia. My father's parents, military engineer Khaim-ltsky Podnos (I called him
Grandfather Fima) and his wife Bluma (for me she was Grandma Sonya) lived in their
room of other shared apartment not far from this place. Father had two university degrees
- he graduated from the State Forest Technical University first, and then he decided to
become the Master of Science in Chemical Engineering, so he went to University of
Technology.

All his life in Russia father researched and designed new types of cardboards, glues,
plastic materials. His last position was the Research Laboratory Manager in the Research
Institute of Paper Industry. However, in Soviet Union it was not a well-paid job - so we did
not have a car, nor a cottage, and parents were able to move out to their own
condominium only after my brother Eugeny was born. And they keep paying their
installments for many years after this. So, there was not much of luxury in our home.

My childhood was full of activities lead by my father. He did not have his own bike, but
both | and my brother always had bikes, and father made us confident bike riders. In
winter we skied a lot -we came as a full family, mother also went with us on flat trails, but
for a riskier adventure, like skiing on the slalom slopes on a cross-country skis - he took
only us, his sons.

Father was really good skier, and long after he left Russia his old skis were kept in the
closet in Leningrad. | am sure that if his Austin apartment closet be bigger - his ski from
Russia would be brought to Texas. Of course, there is not much snow it Texas usually. But
you never know....

Father's old-fashioned slalom ski boots (leather boots with straps, not the modern plastic
kind) he brought to Austin to wear in the rainy weather.

Father was actually very good in many other sports as well, in his youth he did boxing and
sailed on a racing yacht. All his life he played volleyball or basketball as a pro. He was
good in chess, and liked this game all his life - played with me and my brother when we
were small, and when with our kids.



When there was no snow (you may not believe it, but snow melts in Russia in spring!) -
there was always something for father to do with us. My happiest childhood memories are
related to playing with father volleyball on weekends near the small cottage in Razliv
which parents rented for summer months to bring their kids to a fresh air. | also remember
weekend afternoons in August, when we went back from the forest, proudly bringing full
baskets of wild mushrooms.

Mushroom hunting was father's addiction he transferred to both me and my brother.

What | do not remember is father having some leisure activity without his family. He never
left us to do something pleasant or interesting for just himself. This was his way and goal
in life - looking after and protecting his family. And it was not limited to sports only.

Both me and my brother got the best possible engineering education, available that time in
Russia. Father was always very encouraging and supportive when we participated in
various academic competitions. We both graduated from one of two best mathematical
high schools of Leningrad, and then studied in the Polytechnical University. | graduated as
Electrical Engineer, Evgeny went abroad to continue his studies in UT Austin.

| think we were raised in a very balanced mix of sports, study and culture. Leningrad had a
lot of culture to offer. From the early childhood | remember us visiting museums, classical
music concerts, theatres. Things you get used to in your childhood stay with you for life...

USSR collapsed in 90-ies and everything became unstable in Russia. Taking into account
that my brother Evgeny was in Austin, studying mechanical engineering - father and
mother decided to go to US and since 2001 Grigoriy and Maria lived in Texas.

Father was about 70 this time. They came with no English, no experience of living outside
of Russia, and without car driving skills. How many people who got their driving license at
the age of 70 do you know? | know only one. It was my father.

Father liked living in Austin. He and mother actively explored everything Austin could offer
- concerts, museums, outdoors. Every time | came with my family to see my parents - they
brought us to their favorite places and feed with their favorite foods. He wanted to share
what he likes with those whom he loved.

Only one place in Austin, which | personally like, but father did not is Barton Springs. But it
was because he was always worrying that mother may fell on the slippery stairs to the
pool, and hurt herself. In all circumstances he did not worry about his own safety, only



about people he cared.

Time passed and father grew older. It became harder for him to communicate in English
he learned recently, less and less friends of his age were around - so he felt more and
more isolated. It was hard for him to catch up with technology needed to communicate
with his family members located in other places, which increased his stress. He started
forgetting things, which caused more complications. Last months were especially tough for
him, because he can not accept limitations of his age.

But he stayed strong, and never gave up. This is the last lesson he taught me.

There were many other lessons | can remember now. | am sorry | was not always wise
enough to understand their value at the time, and | feel in debt - but it probably always
happens, and debts to parents we may pay off only to our children.

Father - your long life was not easy. | am proud that | am your son. Thank you for
everything you did. | will always remember you. Rest in peace.
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Mow nana 'puropun

MeHga 3oByT Bnagnummp, s ceiH puropust n Mapum NogHoc. A xovy BaM HEMHOXKO
pacckasaTb 0 MOEM OTLE.

BocnomuHaHusa o moemM geTcTBe y MeHsi cobpaHbl M3 MHOTMX doparmeHToB. OQuH U3 SPKUX
3MM3040B — 9 ey Ha CBOEM NePBOM ABYXKONECHOM Berocuneae, a nana 6exuT psgom,
4YTOObI NOMOYbL MHE AepXXaTb PpaBHOBECKE U NTOBUTbL ecnu byay nagatb. Ha camom aene,
MMEHHO 3TO OH Aernarn BC XWU3Hb AN TexX, 0 Kom 3aboTtuncsa. OH nomoran u 3awmiian
CBOO CECTPY B MX AETCTBE, NOTOM NOAAEPXKMBAN U OXpaHsn OT 6ef CBO XeHy 1 AeTeNn.
OT0 6bINO Ero CMbICIIOM KU3HMW.

[MepBble rogbl MOeu XU3HU nana, Mama v 9 XXUnn B MasrieHbKom KoMHarte, coceHen C
KOMHaTOM MaMMWHbIX poauTesrien, B KOMMYHarbHOW KBAapTUpE CTaporo AomMa B LIeHTpe
INNeHvHrpaga (cenyac oH nepenmeHoBaH obpatHo B C.lMNeTepbypr) — npekpacHoro ropoaa
Ha ceBepo-3anage Poccun. NanuHbl pogutenu, BOEHHbIN UHXeHep-cTpouTensb Xanm Muka
MogHoc (anst meHst oH 661N Jenywka duma) u ero xxeHa bntoma (gna meHsa — babywika
COHS$) Xnnu B KOMHaTe B KOMMYHarbHOW KBapTUpe Henodaneky. Y nanel 661510 ABa
BbICLLUMX OOpa3oBaHUS — OH 3aKOH4YKIT JTeCOTEXHUYECKYIO akageMunto, a NOTOM Y4YUIcs B



TexHonorn4eckom MHCTUTYTE U CTall UHXXEHEPOM -XNMUNKOM.

Bcto cBOO akTUBHYIO XM3Hb B Poccumn nana 3aHMmMarncsa nccrnegoBaHusiMn U paspaboTkomn
HOBbIX TUMOB KApPTOHOB, Kree., NnacTmacc. Ero nocnegHss AomKHOCTb 6bina HavanbHMK
Nceneposatenbckon nabopatopumn B8 HAM bBymlpom. OgHako B CoseTtckom Cotose
NHXXEHEPHbIE 3apnnaTbl ObINN HEBLICOKU, U Y HAc He BbINO MaLIWHbI, UNW Aayun, n
poauTENnN CMOINM NepeexaTtb B CBOK OTAESbHYI0 KOONepaTUBHYO KBApTMPY TOSbKO rnocre
poxageHus moero 6parta YXeHu. /I npogorkanu BeinnadnBaTtb €€ ewe MHOro net. Tak uto y
Hac gomMa He 6blf1I0 HM4Yero ocobo POCKOLLHOMO

Moe geTcTBO ObIflo HaMOMHEHO Pa3HbIMU 3aHATUSAMW NOZL, NanMHbIM PYKOBOLCTBOM. Y HEro
He ObIfIo CBOEro Bernocunena, Ho y MeHsi u bpata Bcerga 6binm Benocunesl, 1 nana
Hay4un Hac yBepeHHO KaTaTbCs. 3MMOW Mbl MHOIO KaTasiucb Ha fbhkax -Nno paBHUHHOM
NbPKHE Mbl XOAUINN BCEN CEMBEN, C MaMOK, HO Ha Bonee pUCKOBaHHbIE MPUKITHOYEHNS
TMNa KaTtaHusi Ha BeroBbIX NbbKax CO CNanoMHbIX FOPOK Nana 6pan ToNbKO Hac, CBOUX
CbIHOBEW.

JTepKHBIA CNOPT Nana oYeHb Nobun. MHoro neT nocne ero oteesga n3 Poccum ero nbbku
CTOSINN B KNagoBKe ero NIEHMHrpaackon KBapTupbl. S yBepeH, 4YTo ecnuv Obl knagoBka B
ero kBapTupe B OcTnHe B6bina 6bl nobonbLle, 3Tn NbiXkn nepeexanu 6el B Texac. KOHe4YHo,
00bl4yHO B Texace cHera He cnuwKomMm MHoro. Ho k1o 3HaeT!

[ManuHbl CTapoMOadHbl€ KOXaHble Cl1lalrilOMHbIe OOTUHKM CO LLIHYpKamMu (Henoxo>+<|/|e Ha
coBpeMEHHbIE I'IﬂaCTVIKOBbIe) OH MNnpnBe3 B OCTWH 1 Hocun B OOXOJTMBYIHO noroay.

ManuHa nboBb K CNOPTY HE OrpaHnYMBanach NbbkaMmn. B toHOCTK OH BokcmnpoBan u
FOHANCA Ha sixTax. BCro Xun3Hb OH nrpan B Bonenbon n 6acketbosn Ha npodeccrMoHaribHOM
ypoBHe. OH OblfT 04EeHb CUIbHLIM UFPOKOM B LLAXmatbl, 1 N0OUN 3Ty Urpy BCHO XKN3Hb —
urpan B 4eTCTBE CO MHOM 1 BpaTom, a Korga y Hac NosiBUIMCb CBOW 4ETU — urpan co
BHYKaMMW.

Tak 4TO Korga cHera He ObIfo (Bbl MOXXETE MHE He NOBEPUTb, HO BECHOW cHer B Poccun
TaeTt!) nane Bcerga ObIno YTo AenaTtb CO CBOMMU CbIHOBbSIMM.

OfHW N3 MOMX CaMbIX CHACTAMBBLIX BOCMIOMUHAHWIA AeTCTBa — Urpa ¢ nanow B Bonendon no
BbIXOAHbIM OKOS0 Jayun B Pasnnee, KOTOPYO poauMTenn CHAManu, 4yTobbel 4eTn NpoBOaUNN
NETO Ha CBEXeM Bo3ayxe. A Takke NOMHIO nNonyaHn B ABrycre, Korga Mbl BO3BpaLlanmch ¢
nanown 13 neca c NofHbIMKN KopanHamu rpnbos. Coop rpmboB Gbina nannHa cTpacTb,
KOTOPYIO OH nepegan n MHe 1 Mmoemy bpary.



A BOT 4ero 9 COBCEM He NMOMHIO — 3TO YTOOLI Nana Haxo4us Kakne-To pas3BnevyeHns ans
cebst Nn4Ho, 6e3 cembn. OH HUKOrA4a He OCTaBMnAN Hac, YToObl caenartb YTO-TO NPUSATHOE
NN NHTEepecHoe ans cebs ogHoro. ATo GbIn ero BblIbop M €ro Lerb B XXU3HU - OneKkaTb U
3almuaTb CBOK ceMblo. M 9TO Kacanocb He TONbKO cnopTa.

N a n mon Bpat nonyymnun, HaBepHoe, camMoe Nyyllee N3 BO3MOXHbIX OS5 TOr0 BPEMEHM
NHXXEHEePHbIX obpa3oBaHuin B Poccuu. Nana Bcerga nogaepkKuean Hawn y4yacTtus B
onuMnuagax rno LWKOMbHbIM Haykam. Mbl y4nnmcb B OQHOM U3 ABYX NydLIMX OU3-MaT LLKOJT
JleHuHrpaga. A NOTOM Mbl MOCTYNUNK B JIeHMHrpaacknn MNMonnTexHUYeCckn NHCTUTYT,
KOTOpbIN S 3aKOHYMN ¢ agunnomMmom NHxeHepa-OnekTpuka, a KeHa yexan B OCTuH
3aBepLuaTb cBoe obpasoBaHune B YHuBepcuteTe Texaca.

A nymatro 4YTo Hac BOCnNUTbIBaNyM B 04eHb cOanaHCMpoBaHHOM Habope CNopPTUBHbIX
3aHATMIA, 00pa3oBaHns 1 KynbTypbl. JIeHMHrpag Mor NPeanoXnuTb O4EeHb MHOTO KYNbTYpbl —
N C paHHero AeTCTBa S MOMHIO KakK Hac BOAWUNMN B My3€eu, Ha KOHLep€) € bl Knaccuyeckom
MY3bIKW1, B TeaTpbl. TO K YeMy NpuBbIKaellb B 4ETCTBE OCTAaeTCcs C TOOOM Ha BCHO KU3Hb.

B 90-e rogbl CoBetckuin Coto3 pasBanurcs, 1 Bce B pOCCUM cTano HectabunbHo. B ato
Bpemsi Mo 6pat XKeHsa yunnca OcTuHe, roTOBA ANUCCEPTALMIO NO MHXEHEPHOWN MEXaHUKe -
n nana ¢ mamou pewmnnu nepeexatb B CLLUA n ¢ 2001 roga oHu xunu B Texace.

K atomy BpemeHu nane 6b1510 okoso 70 net. OHM npuexanun, He 3Has aHrNIMNCKOro S3blka,
He nmes onbiTa XXM3Hu BHe Poccuu, 1 gaxe 6e3 ymeHus BoanTb aBToMobusib. MHoro nu
Bbl 3HaeTe nogen, nonyynslmnx npasa B 70 net? A 3Hato TONbLKO OQHOIO YeroBekKa.
Moero nany.

Mane HpaBunacbk Xun3Hb B OctHe. OHM C MaMoOWn akTMBHO nccregosanu Bce, 4To OCTUH
MOl NPEeASIOKUTb — KOHLEPTbI, My3eun, Yy4eCHYI0 Npupoay B OKpecTHoCTAX. Kaxabin pas
Korga s npuesxarn ¢ CeEMben HaBECTUTb MX — OHW BOAUMAN HAC NO UX NlobuMbiM MecTam, 1
KopMunu ntodmnmon egon. Nane HpaBMNoOChk AENUTLCA TEM, YTO OH JIlO6UN C TEMKU KOro OH
noodwun.

EnnHcTBeHHoe MmecTo B OCTUHE, KOTOpOoE A NUYHO N6, a nana He Nbun — 3To
BapTtoH CnpuHrc. M aTo notomy, 4To OH 60sIncs, YTO Mama MOXET NOACKONb3HYTbCS Ha
CKONb3KNX CTyneHbkax B 6baccenH. Bo Bcex cutyauusix oH 6ecriokourncs He o cebe nuyHo,
a TONbKO O TeX O KOM OH 3aboTuncs.

Bpems wrno n nana ctapen. EMy ctaHoBUMNoCk Bce TpyaHee obLaTbCsa No aHIMMNUCKN, Tak
KaK OH 3TOT S3blK Ha4yan y4nTb yXXe B NPeKnoHHOM Bo3pacTe. Bce MeHbLLe ocTaBarnoch



Apy3en ero Bo3pacta. OH yyBcTBOBan cebs Bce B bonbLlien nsonauun. Emy TpygHo 6bino
YrHaTbCS 3a KOMMbKTEPHBIMU TEXHOMOMMAMU, HY>KHBIMU 4151 OOLLEHUS C YneHamMn ceMbm
XMBYLLMMW Oaneko, 3To ycunmearno crpecc. Hayanmce npobnemMbl ¢ namsATbio, YTO eLe
ycunueano crnoxHoctu. MNMocnegHune mecsubl 6615 0COB6EHHO TPYAHbI 4151 HEro, TaK Kak
OH HEMOT CMUPUTBLCS OrPaHNUYEHUAMN CBA3AHHBIMM CO CBOMM BO3PaCTOM.

OH ocTaBarncs curnbHbIM, U HAKOr4A He caaBanccs. OTo NOCeAHUN YPOK KOTOPbIN OH MHEe
npenoaan.

Celyac s Mory BCMOMHUTB eLLie MHOXECTBO NanuHbIX YpokoB. K coxaneHuio s He Bcerga
OblN 4OCTATOYHO MyAp YTOObI MOHSATL MX LIeHY BOBpeMSsi, 1 YyBCTBYO cebsl B 4OMTy- HO
HaBepHOe TaK BCerga npouCXoauT, LONM POAUTENSIM MOXHO OTAaTb TONbKO CBOMM AETAM

Mana, Tbl NPOXWN OANHHYO U HEMPOCTYIO XU3Hb. A rOpXXyCb YTO S TBOM CbiH. Cnacnbo 3a
BCe 4TO Tbl AN MeHs caenan. A 6yay t1ebs nomHuTb Bcerga. Cnv CNOKOWMHO.



Cemetery Details

Austin Memorial Park

2800 Hancock Dr.
Austin, TX 78731

Previous Events

Graveside Service

FEB 9. 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM (CT)

Austin Memorial Park
2800 Hancock Dr.
Austin, TX 78731

Reception

FEB 9. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

County Line on the Lake
5204 FM 2222
Austin, TX 78731



Tribute Wall

Anna Lia lit a candle in memory of Grigoriy Khaim-Iltskovich
Podnos

Anna Lia - March 08, 2024 at 11:12 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Bibi - February 11, 2024 at 12:14 PM

302 files added to the album Memorial Slide Show 02/09/24

Evgeny - February 11, 2024 at 12:05 AM



We had great time with our lovely neigbours Grigoriy and Mariya during our time
in Austin. Very kind personality with a dedicated life for his children and wife.

We will always remember coming across during his evening walks with Mariya
and visiting them. Feel said about not being able to meet again.

Greatful to feel their support all the time. Although our fairly short time with them,
always felt that we were close family members.

Sad to see good people passing. We will mis him.
Birkan, Burcu, and Uzay

Birkan - February 08, 2024 at 04:52 PM
The most | will miss will be our conversations. With my Russian vocabulary
limited to couple hundred words it was rather challenging but also very pleasant
to try to understand Grigoriy Efimovich's long narrations about various subjects. |

am grateful for his contributions to improve my comprehension of Russian.

I will also miss his genuine interest in my academic publications. His patience to
understand their content has always amazed me.

His care for Mariya Borisovna and not letting a moment pass without being next
to her has been beyond admiration for me, sometimes even worrisome to be
honest. | will remember him as one of the last examples of its kind.

| hope his sails take him to wherever he sets them.

Sebnem

Sebnem Ozupek - February 08, 2024 at 08:21 AM



| first met Grigoriy when he and Mariya graciously welcomed me into their home
for two weeks in St. Petersburg, Russia in 1997. Although they hadn’t met me
before and only knew of me through their son Zhenya, they treated me — a
foreigner from the USA — with great hospitality and kindness. Every morning
before | left the house to go sightseeing in an unfamiliar but exciting city, Grigoriy
would have a serious sit down with me to ensure that | knew where to go and
what to do. | could tell that he cared about me a great deal and wanted me to be
safe and to enjoy myself. I'll never forget his gesture of kindness and caring. Little
did | know at that time that Grigoriy and Mariya would become a lasting part of my
life after they moved to Texas. I'm so grateful that we have been able to share the
joys in each other’s lives and that we have become like family to each other.

Thomas Connolly - February 07, 2024 at 09:17 PM



