Grigoriy Khaim-Itskovich
Podnos
August 6, 1932 - February 6, 2024

Grigoriy Khaim-Itskovich Podnos, 91, of Austin, Texas, passed away on
February 6, 2024.

He was born August 6, 1932 in Leningrad, Russia, and has lived in Texas
since 2001.

Grigoriy is survived by his beloved wife, Mariya Podnos; his sons, Vladimir
and Evgeny Podnos; his daughter-in-law, Sebnem Ozupek Podnos; his
granddaughters, Anna Curry and BiBi Podnos-Ozupek; his grandson, David
Podnos; and his great-grandsons, Eduard and Arthur Curry. He also leaves
his sister, Sima Guseva. Although many of Grigoriy's family members live in
different countries, Grigoriy never stopped thinking about them, helping them,
or advising them. He truly cared more about their well-being than that of his
own.

He will be greatly missed by his family and friends.
Graveside funeral services will be held on Friday, February 9th at 2pm.
We hope you can join the Podnos family for a meal of consolation at County

Line on the Lake following the ceremony. Please RSVP to Evgeny or email to
memorial@podnos.net you if are able to join us.
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My Father Grigoriy

My name is Vladimir, | am son of Grigoriy and Maria. And today | will tell you a
little bit about my father.

Memory of my childhood is built from many fragments. One of the bright
episodes | remember is | riding my first 2-wheel bicycle and father running
along me to help me keeping my balance and catch me if needed. This is
actually what he did all his life for whose he cared about. He supported and
kept safe his sister in their childhood, and then supported and kept safe his
wife and sons. It was the essence of his character.

First years of my life my father, mother and | lived in a small room, next to the
room of my mother's parents, in the shared apartment of the old house in the
center of Leningrad (which is now renamed back to St. Petersburg), beautiful
city in the north -west corner of Russia. My father's parents, military engineer
Khaim-Itsky Podnos (I called him Grandfather Fima) and his wife Bluma (for
me she was Grandma Sonya) lived in their room of other shared apartment
not far from this place. Father had two university degrees - he graduated from
the State Forest Technical University first, and then he decided to become the
Master of Science in Chemical Engineering, so he went to University of
Technology.

All his life in Russia father researched and designed new types of cardboards,
glues, plastic materials. His last position was the Research Laboratory
Manager in the Research Institute of Paper Industry. However, in Soviet Union
it was not a well-paid job - so we did not have a car, nor a cottage, and
parents were able to move out to their own condominium only after my brother



Eugeny was born. And they keep paying their installments for many years
after this. So, there was not much of luxury in our home.

My childhood was full of activities lead by my father. He did not have his own
bike, but both | and my brother always had bikes, and father made us
confident bike riders. In winter we skied a lot -we came as a full family, mother
also went with us on flat trails, but for a riskier adventure, like skiing on the
slalom slopes on a cross-country skis - he took only us, his sons.

Father was really good skier, and long after he left Russia his old skis were
kept in the closet in Leningrad. | am sure that if his Austin apartment closet be
bigger - his ski from Russia would be brought to Texas. Of course, there is not
much snow it Texas usually. But you never know....

Father's old-fashioned slalom ski boots (leather boots with straps, not the
modern plastic kind) he brought to Austin to wear in the rainy weather.

Father was actually very good in many other sports as well, in his youth he did
boxing and sailed on a racing yacht. All his life he played volleyball or
basketball as a pro. He was good in chess, and liked this game all his life -
played with me and my brother when we were small, and when with our kids.

When there was no snow (you may not believe it, but snow melts in Russia in
spring!) - there was always something for father to do with us. My happiest
childhood memories are related to playing with father volleyball on weekends
near the small cottage in Razliv which parents rented for summer months to
bring their kids to a fresh air. | also remember weekend afternoons in August,
when we went back from the forest, proudly bringing full baskets of wild
mushrooms.



Mushroom hunting was father's addiction he transferred to both me and my
brother.

What | do not remember is father having some leisure activity without his
family. He never left us to do something pleasant or interesting for just himself.
This was his way and goal in life - looking after and protecting his family. And
it was not limited to sports only.

Both me and my brother got the best possible engineering education,
available that time in Russia. Father was always very encouraging and
supportive when we participated in various academic competitions. We both
graduated from one of two best mathematical high schools of Leningrad, and
then studied in the Polytechnical University. | graduated as Electrical
Engineer, Evgeny went abroad to continue his studies in UT Austin.

| think we were raised in a very balanced mix of sports, study and culture.
Leningrad had a lot of culture to offer. From the early childhood | remember us
visiting museums, classical music concerts, theatres. Things you get used to
in your childhood stay with you for life...

USSR collapsed in 90-ies and everything became unstable in Russia. Taking
into account that my brother Evgeny was in Austin, studying mechanical
engineering - father and mother decided to go to US and since 2001 Grigoriy
and Maria lived in Texas.

Father was about 70 this time. They came with no English, no experience of
living outside of Russia, and without car driving skills. How many people who
got their driving license at the age of 70 do you know? | know only one. It was
my father.

Father liked living in Austin. He and mother actively explored everything



Austin could offer - concerts, museums, outdoors. Every time | came with my
family to see my parents - they brought us to their favorite places and feed
with their favorite foods. He wanted to share what he likes with those whom
he loved.

Only one place in Austin, which | personally like, but father did not is Barton
Springs. But it was because he was always worrying that mother may fell on
the slippery stairs to the pool, and hurt herself. In all circumstances he did not
worry about his own safety, only about people he cared.

Time passed and father grew older. It became harder for him to communicate
in English he learned recently, less and less friends of his age were around -
so he felt more and more isolated. It was hard for him to catch up with
technology needed to communicate with his family members located in other
places, which increased his stress. He started forgetting things, which caused
more complications. Last months were especially tough for him, because he
can not accept limitations of his age.

But he stayed strong, and never gave up. This is the last lesson he taught me.

There were many other lessons | can remember now. | am sorry | was not
always wise enough to understand their value at the time, and | feel in debt -
but it probably always happens, and debts to parents we may pay off only to
our children.

Father - your long life was not easy. | am proud that | am your son. Thank you
for everything you did. | will always remember you. Rest in peace.
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Mow nana ['puropun



MeHsa 3oByT Bnagnumup, s ceiH I'puropus n Mapum NogHoc. A xo4vy Bam
HEMHOXKO pacckasaTb O MOEM OTLE.

BocnomuHaHus o MoemM AeTCTBe Yy MeHsi cobpaHbl M3 MHOTMX doparMeHTOB.
OOWH 13 APKMX 3NN3000B — S ey Ha CBOEM NEPBOM [BYXKOIIECHOM
Benocunene, a nana 6exnT psaom, YTobbl MOMOYb MHE AepXXaTb paBHOBECUE
1 noBuTb ecnu 6yay nagaTtb. Ha camom gene, MMEHHO 3TO OH Aenan BCto
XM3Hb ONs Tex, o0 Kom 3aboTuncs. OH noMmoran 1 3aluLLLan CBoK CecTpy B UX
AeTcTBe, NOTOM Noadepkmsan u oxpaHsn oT 6ef CBo XeHy U aeTen. ITo
ObINIO €r0 CMbICIIOM »KU3HW.

[MepBble rogbl MOEN XN3HM Nana, MamMa U1 s XXUnn B MarieHbKoN KOMHarTe,
coceHeN C KOMHaTOM MaMUHbIX poAUTENEN, B KOMMYHarbHOW KBapTupe
cTaporo goma B LeHTpe JleHnHrpaga (cenvac oH nepeMmeHoBaH obpaTHO B
C.lMeTepbypr) — npekpacHoro ropoga Ha cesepo-3anage Poccun. MNanuHbl
poauTENN, BOEHHLIN MHXEHep-CTpouTenb Xanm Muka NMogHoc (ans MeHs oH
obin denywika drma) n ero xxeHa bnoma (ons meHsa — babywika CoHs) xunu
B KOMHaTe B KOMMYHarbHOW KBapTMpe Henoganeky. Y nanbl 661510 ABa
BbICLUMX 0Bpa3oBaHNA — OH 3aKOH4YMI JIeCOTEXHUYECKYIO akageMuio, a MOTOM
yunncs B TEXHONOrMYeCKOM UHCTUTYTE N cTarn UHXEHEPOM -XMMUKOM.

Bcto cBOO akTUBHYIO XM3Hb B Poccumn nana 3aHnMarncsa nccrnegoBaHusiMmn 1
pa3paboTkon HOBbIX TUMOB KAPTOHOB, KNeeB, nrnactmMacc. Ero nocnegHss
AOIMKHOCTb 6bina HavanbHuk Mccnegosatensckon nabopatopumn 8 HAN
Bymlpom. OgHako B CoBeTckoM Coto3e MHXeHepHble 3apnnaTtbl 6b1m
HEBbICOKM, N Y HAC He BbINO MaLUWHbI, NN Jadn, U PpOAUTENN CMOIN
nepeexaTtb B CBOK OTAESbHYIO KOOMepaTUBHYO KBApTUPY TOSMbKO Nocne
poxaeHus moero 6parta »XeHu. I npogorkanu BbinnavymBaTtb €€ eLe MHOro
net. Tak 4YTo y Hac gomMa He Bblno HMYero 0cobo POCKOLLIHOMO



Moe oeTcTBO ObIfI0 HAaNOMHEHO Pa3HbIMWN 3aHATUSMUM NO4 NanUHbIM
PYKOBOLCTBOM. Y Hero He 6bInio cBoero Benocunena, Ho y MeHs n bpara
Bcerga 6binu Benocuneabl, 1 nana Hay4Yus Hac yBepeHHO KaTtaTtbcd. 3MMOK
Mbl MHOIO KaTanmncb Ha nbbkax -Nno paBHUHHON MblXKHE Mbl XOAUIN BCEN
CeMbeN, C MaMou, HO Ha Bornee pUCKoBaHHbIE NPUKIKOYEHNS TUMA KaTaHUs Ha
BeroBbIX NbbkKax Co CranoMHbIX FOPOK Nana 6pan TonbKo Hac, CBOUX CbIHOBEN.

JTbiXHBIM cnOpT nana o4eHb Nbun. MHoro net nocne ero otbe3na n3s Poccum
€ro INbbKM CTOANM B KITaAOBKE €ro FIEHNHrpagCcKon KBapTupbl. A yBepeH, 4To
ecnu 6bl knagoska B ero kBaptupe B OcTuHe 6bina 6bl nobonbLue, 3TK NbKK
nepeexanu 6bl B Texac. KoHe4Ho, 06bI4HO B Texace cHera He CRULLKOM
MHoro. Ho k1o 3HaeT!

[MannHbl cTapoMOAHbIE KOXaHble CranoMHble BOTUHKM CO LLUHYPKaMu
(Henoxoxwmne Ha coBpeMeHHble NNacTUKoBbIe) OH npmBe3 B OCTUH U HOCUA B

OOXANVBYHO noroay.

MannHa no6oBb K CNOPTY HE orpaHnYMBarnach fbbkamu. B toHOCTM OH
GokcupoBan 1 roHsnNcsa Ha sixtax. Bcto u13Hb OH urpan B Bonenton u
Hacketbon Ha npodeccrmoHanbHOM ypoBHe. OH BbiNl 04EHb CUMbHBIM UIPOKOM
B LLAXMaTbl, U NOOUN 3Ty Urpy BCHO KN3Hb — Urparn B AETCTBE CO MHOM U
GpaTtom, a Korga y Hac NoSIBUNUCbL CBOM AETU — Urpan co BHyKamu.

Tak 4ToO Korga cHera He ObIfo (Bbl MOXXETE MHE He NOBEPUTb, HO BECHOW CHer
B Poccun TaeTt!) nane Bcerga 6b1m0 4TO genaTtb CO CBOMMU CbIHOBbSIMM.
OpfHM N3 MOMX CaMbIX CHACTAMBbLIX BOCNOMUHAHWUA AeTCTBa — uUrpa ¢ narnom B
BOnenbon no BbIXOQHLIM OKOMO Aadn B Pasnnee, KOTOPY poauTenm
CHMManu, 4ToObl AETM NPOBOAMIN JIETO HA CBEXEM BO3ayXe. S TakKe NOMHI0
nonygHu B ABrycTe, Korga Mbl BO3BpaLLanucb ¢ Nanow n3 fieca ¢ nosiHbiMu
Kop3nHamu rpmbos. Coop rpudos 6bina nannHa cTpacTb, KOTOPYH OH
nepegan u MHe u Moemy bpary.



A BOT Yero 1 COBCEM He MOMHI0 — 3TO YTOObI Nana Haxoaun Kakne-To
paseneveHuns ansa cebsa nmyHo, 6e3 cembn. OH HMKOrga He OCTaBNAN Hac,
4YTOObI CAenaTb YTO-TO NPUATHOE NN MHTEPECHOe Ans cebst ogHoro. ATo Oblin
ero BbIOOp U ero uernb B XXU3HU - OneKaTb 1 3aluuaTb CBOK CeMbio. M 3T0
Kacanocb He TOMbKO CropTa.

N a n mon Bpat nonyymnun, HaBepHoe, camoe fyyllee N3 BO3MOXHbIX OS5 TOro
BPEMEHN UHXeHepHbIX obpa3oBaHuin B Poccuun. Mana Bcerga nogaepxmean
HaLlM y4acTus B ofiuMnuMagax no WKorbHbIM HaykaMm. Mbl yumunuces B ogHOW 13
ABYX Nyywmnx omns-mar Wkos JleHnHrpaga. A noTomM Mbl NOCTYNUIN B
JleHuHrpagckmin NonnTexHNYeCckn MHCTUTYT, KOTOPbIA S 3aKOHYUI C OMMNSTOMOM
NHxxeHepa-3AnekTpuka, a XKeHs yexan B OCTUH 3aBepLuatb cBoe obpasoBaHme
B YHMBepcuteTe Texaca.

£ nymaro 4To Hac BoCNUTLIBaNM B 04eHb cbanaHcupoBaHHOM Habope
CMOPTUBHbIX 3aHATUIN, 06pa3oBaHUs 1 KynbTypbl. JIeHUHrpaa Mor NpeafioXunTb
O4YeHb MHOTO KYNbTypbl — U C paHHEro AeTCTBa s MOMHIO Kak Hac BOAWUMY B
MYy3€eu, Ha KOHLIEP€) € bl KNacCcuYeckon My3blku, B TeaTpbl. TO K YeMY
NpUBbIKaelllb B ETCTBE OCTAETCH C TOOOW Ha BCHO XU3Hb.

B 90-e rogbl CoBetckuin Coto3 pasBanurcs, n Bce B pOCCUN CcTano
HecTabunbHo. B 310 Bpemsa mon 6pat XKeHsa yuunca OcTuHe, rotoBa
auccepTaumio No NHXeHEPHOW MexaHuUKe -1 nana ¢ MamMon peLunnm
nepeexatb B CLUA 1 ¢ 2001 roga oHu xunn B Texace.

K aTomy BpemeHu nane 6bin1o okono 70 net. OHW npuexanu, He 3Has
aHIIIMNCKOro s3blka, HE Mes OnbITa XU3HU BHe Poccun, n naxe 6e3 ymeHuns
BOOMTb aBTOMOOMb. MHOro nu Bbl 3HaeTe nogen, nonyynsLumx npasa B 70
net? 4 3Hato TonbKo ogHoro Yyenoseka. Moero nany.



Mane HpaBunachk xn3Hb B OcTnHe. OHM C MaMOWn akKTUBHO MccrenoBanu Bee,
410 OCTMH MOr NPeanIoXnTb — KOHLUEPTbI, My3€eun, YyaeCHY Npupoay B
OKpecTHOCTAX. Kaxabln pa3 korga 9 npuesxan ¢ CEMbeN HaBECTUTb UX — OHU
BOAWUIM HAc No ux NBuMbIM Mectam, 1 KopMunu nodmnmon egon. MNMane
HPaBUIOCb OENUTLCS TEM, YTO OH NBUN C TEMM KOro OH Nodun.

EonHcTBeHHOe mecTo B OCTUHE, KOTOpOEe s NMMYHO Nobrto, a nana He nobun
— 310 BapTtoH CnpuHrc. M1 aTo noToMy, YTO OH BosINCs, YTO Mama MOXET
NOACKONb3HYTbCHA Ha CKOMNb3KNX CTyNeHbkax B 6accenH. Bo Bcex cuTyaumnax
oH 6ecnokounnca He o cebe NUYHO, a TONbKO O TEX O KOM OH 3ab0TuNCS.

Bpems wrno n nana ctapen. EMy ctaHoBunochk Bce TpyaHee oblatbest no
aHIMUINCKM, TaK Kak OH 3TOT S13blK Hayan y4uTb yXXe B MPEKNIOHHOM Bo3pacTe.
Bce meHblUe ocTaBanoch Apy3ei ero Bo3pacTta. OH yyBcTBOBar cebsi Bce B
6onbLuen nonaumn. Emy TpyaHo 6bino yrHaTbCsi 3a KOMMbHOTEPHLIMU
TEXHOMNOTUAMM, HYXXHbIMU AN OOLLEHUS C YNEHAMU CEMbM XUBYLLIMMU
[aneko, 3To ycunmearno crpecc. Hayanmcb npobrnemMbl ¢ naMaTbio, YTO eLle
ycunuBano crnoxHoctu. MNocnegHue mecsupbl 6binn 0cob6eHHO TPYAHbI Ans
HEero, Tak Kak OH HEMOT CMUPUTBLCS OFPaHUYEHUSIMU CBSI3AHHbLIMW CO CBOUM
BO3pacToM.

OH ocTaBarncs cunbHbIM, U HAKOr4a HE caaBanccesi. 3To NOCNeAHU YpPoK
KOTOPbIM OH MHEe rnpenoaan.

Cenyac s1 MOry BCMOMHUTB €Lle MHOXECTBO MNanuHbIX YPpokoB. K coxaneHuto s
He Bcerga Obin 4OCTaTOYHO MyAp YTOObI MOHATL UX LEHY BOBPEMS, U
4yBCTBYIO cebs B 4ONry- HO HAaBEpPHOE Tak BCcerga NPOUCXOAMNT, LONTK
POAUTENAM MOXHO OTAaTb TONbKO CBOMM OETSM

Mana, Tbl NPOXWI OJIMHHYIO U HENPOCTYHO XXM3Hb. S rOpXXYCb YTO S TBOW CblIH.



Cnacubo 3a Bce 4TO Thbl ANA MeHs cgenan. A 6yay tebs nomHUTh Beerga. Cnu
CMOKOWHO.



Cemetery Details

Austin Memorial Park

2800 Hancock Dr.
Austin, TX 78731

Previous Events

Graveside Service

FEB 9. 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM (CT)

Austin Memorial Park
2800 Hancock Dr.
Austin, TX 78731

Reception

FEB 9. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

County Line on the Lake
5204 FM 2222
Austin, TX 78731



Tribute Wall

Anna Lia lit a candle in memory of Grigoriy ]
Khaim-Itskovich Podnos

Anna Lia - March 08, 2024 at 11:12 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Bibi - February 11, 2024 at 12:14 PM

302 files added to the album Memorial Slide Show 02/09/24

Evgeny - February 11, 2024 at 12:05 AM



We had great time with our lovely neigbours Grigoriy and Mariya
during our time in Austin. Very kind personality with a dedicated life
for his children and wife.

We will always remember coming across during his evening walks
with Mariya and visiting them. Feel said about not being able to
meet again.

Greatful to feel their support all the time. Although our fairly short
time with them, always felt that we were close family members.

Sad to see good people passing. We will mis him.
Birkan, Burcu, and Uzay

Birkan - February 08, 2024 at 04:52 PM



The most | will miss will be our conversations. With my Russian
vocabulary limited to couple hundred words it was rather
challenging but also very pleasant to try to understand Grigoriy
Efimovich's long narrations about various subjects. | am grateful for
his contributions to improve my comprehension of Russian.

I will also miss his genuine interest in my academic publications. His
patience to understand their content has always amazed me.

His care for Mariya Borisovna and not letting a moment pass
without being next to her has been beyond admiration for me,
sometimes even worrisome to be honest. | will remember him as
one of the last examples of its kind.

| hope his sails take him to wherever he sets them.

Sebnem

Sebnem Ozupek - February 08, 2024 at 08:21 AM



| first met Grigoriy when he and Mariya graciously welcomed me
into their home for two weeks in St. Petersburg, Russia in 1997.
Although they hadn’t met me before and only knew of me through
their son Zhenya, they treated me — a foreigner from the USA — with
great hospitality and kindness. Every morning before | left the house
to go sightseeing in an unfamiliar but exciting city, Grigoriy would
have a serious sit down with me to ensure that | knew where to go
and what to do. | could tell that he cared about me a great deal and
wanted me to be safe and to enjoy myself. I'll never forget his
gesture of kindness and caring. Little did | know at that time that
Grigoriy and Mariya would become a lasting part of my life after they
moved to Texas. I'm so grateful that we have been able to share the
joys in each other’s lives and that we have become like family to
each other.

Thomas Connolly - February 07, 2024 at 09:17 PM



